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has mp which be 'voght” a0 Hive ide a2 ligion, 
| dy the uſe of this ori inſtend of being 
a reaipr for neglecting it -w3r,: tie i whe 


his own: heat, to learn hat bath been the 5 
cauſe of his not profit ing heretofore iby-the 
ord's Supper. And. it is very probable; he 
jill find, either that he hathi not thoroughly 
xamined himſelf, but hath left ſome Hiddeti 
ziquity, whieh he hath nat feurehed aut) e 
ath nog entirely forſaken, and this oot'6P | 
itterneſs afterward ſpringing up; hav des” 
led him; or elſe, that chere hatkt e long 
ime intervened between the ſeaſons at ne 5 
partobok of the Lord's Supper; kat the 
npreſiians and effotis of the one have cet 
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ment! 
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faith,” 
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his ordinance + Let him ab the Apes 
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Hoi WPprefleth. it, ſtudy “ to purge o, the 
at he E leaven,—and keep the feaſt with fine 5 
ment rity and truth 17, Let bim pufpoſt and nB. 
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fly ithþlore the bling of God to make” 
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ef feat" to the comfort 'and/ſalvationte! 
nig Tul; ind tir" aſſiſtanee will not be wu. 
ing But lie muſt not hnugine that one un 
dinanee, ur une Supper will orown himy*by 
make him 
tinge in che diligent uſe of theſe means, 
carry him oh from ſtrength to ſtrength; 
and, at Iaſt, he Hal! © receive the and of his 
A faith, even the ſalvation of his ſoul,” We 
muſt not (weary in well-doing; dr in dhe 
3 mall reap, i if we famt not.“ 
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wo „Fur dread of Amte the danger of 
unworthy communicating; He that eateth 
Jand drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink: 
& eth damnation to himſelßʒ not diſesrning 
c the Lord's body |,” bath diſtreſſed 1 


in the thoughts of comin ig 'to the I. 
table. "460.4 514 We" 183192 Won 2% ad f 
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boats of 8g. . th rave | 
here explains it; when the Apoſte ſays, | 
« For this'eauſe,” that ia ſor unworthy c. 
municating,/ „ many are weakly and fick a. 
mong you, and many fleep;?. er are dead. 
He adds, in the 33d verſe; That theſe cor 0 
rections, and marks of the divine diſpleaſure, 75 
were deſigned for their amendment, and to 
prevent their final condemnation with the 
ungodly. When we are judged, we are 
* chaſtened! of the Lord, that we ſhould not 
de condemned wich che world . 1 | i 81 
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We may alſo gbſerve, That the . 
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in which we. now Abende "the Lord 8 
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Comtnen (61 the'New Teſtament, KT ttink it t 
Jgnafy uphappy-miſtoke in all our vero af the Bible, 

the word Fend is here rendered damnation: It has 
Ane dread. in tender minds, which has. 
"I the comfort and edification. Ns | 
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eien, the cbuxch,. prevents our, being guilty i 
4 communicating, anworthily, in the very 
g in which the, Gerinthians, did. While 
1— of : wile, 
vith pride ,and uncharitableneſs one way 
hungry, and another drunken, and would. nat 
impart of theix ſuꝑper to their poor brethren; 
who had not houſes of their own Vet it 
. would de very unreaſonable; on this account, I. 
Wer chat · we cannot now partake unworthi. 
ly of the Lord's Supper, as we ennnot in e, 
ſenſe in which the Corithises did. „re 


＋e⁰ | commemorate « a „ tir E. 

5 ably 9) r worthuly, implies a grateful, ſenſe ol (1! 
it, and a conduct ggrecable. thereto-. If an le 
impenitent finer, ,who is going on wilfulhy Nec 


in his treſpaſſes, come. to the Lord's table, Neo 
withaus any ſoxigus ſenſe. ef mel goodneſa:ef 
God in ſending his Son into this worlds en e 

of the love ol Chrift; in dying:for-pur fins; 
" without, any.” parpole..£ F tian 


nie; this man by coming to The ſaerament, 
— — 
Proſeon ne owns his ſühſectie Ys" Chr 
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guilty I tentiar: The cανννẽðẽg ef e a Perfoꝶ is 
\ ery like that of ame who. in a enemy te his 
W hile N prince, anch ſecretly carrying em 4feafod ur 
ſtrife; con ſpi ray ngain hins vet, wo if, Mm. 
elf for an office, publicly fears oaths 
id nat of obedienge and allegidnee to bim ASL 
hren che world would oloem ſueb an one PR i 
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ot in Neertainty, that no ſerious perſon, who ſince- 
rely wiſhed, and endeavoured to communicate 5 
rorthily,, coyld; communicate: unwort hig. 
dir For God aecepteth +6 man according: to. 

ſe of chat, he hath. For eyen ken one who: | 

f ans us: formerly been a ſtranger to religion 

fully Neomes to the Lord's table with 9 

able, ontrition for ſin, ſincere purpoſes of after „ 
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of Chriſt as a mean of his improvement in 
holineſs; though he 1 to that 
degree that he could with,” yet may be per. 
ſectly ſecure,' that he cannot, in any ſenſe, be 
ſuid to eat or drink unworthily, ſo as to he 
- * guilty of the body and bloed of the Lard/ 
or © cat and OWE denden to him. 
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ke ewes n ach e 
kak a deliberate and wilful fin, not a Gti of 
infirmity ; othewiſe it had never been ſo ſe 
vuerely puniſhed; as it was among the Corin- 
thians, with Ou en afflicions, and 
e A GAY - £15 41 e ee ORE 
1-5. 5A EY a7 ger {7 e x36 I08 
Wy it ought. never -.to-beiforgots tha 
whatever was meant by recording the. guilt. 
and danger of unworthy communicating, the 
> Apoſtle could not have. intended, by it, to 
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terrify any perſon-ſrom coming tothe Lord's Ml 1 
Supper, but only to make mem gnove eircum- I 
ſpect in their approaches toit a. For in the 


very next words, after he has ſpoke bf being 
| * quiley ofthe body and, 5 h'Lord,” 
he 
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ly de dds, 1 bor br a. mani erase ane 
dment and: ſo lat hin eat © 5 pl 
ent ul © of chat eup Pig e et 8.28 Acts 
o tha: ++ pot bo Hug non od ao tors y cbaaile 
& per +» BE: fag, hes bath; igen bade, 
nfe, be to wis; The. obligations :#hat Jig-on-08:40 
0 ehe perform; this duty are indeſpeniible.y 1" 
ard, jections offered. fag habitually. neglecting the 
- bit. f facrament arg inſufficient and ill founded: It 
13G follows, therefore, that every one who pro- 
I ſeſſes to believe the goſpel of Chriſt, ought 
here to have ſuch & meaſure of knowielge-of the 
n of doctrines of religion, particularly of the nu 
ſo fe ture. and-defign.of+the: Lord's Supper and 
Zorin. I live. ce 82 Lee 


called on, to =—_ to the Lord's table v 955 
therwiſe he is living in the habitual neglect 
of the eviktnardment of Chriſt, et 
fab unter. HDIO? IT Yo THE): ET; ee 
a QRUSMqUTUEGS VRITG?T 07 12 FIg gab bas 
Tan Ge and Gees which, 1 diftreſs 5 
picnwgienfong, in the proſpect of the Lords 
2 ane generally either Feten ee 

on imodous ions, or te 
nid 5 2100} 258 20, 293) 6 ,40108 1¹¹ 1 
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Sp votiom of this inſtitution, m"_ 
they: bave learned from their teachers.” Fot 
were the excuſes on their part rightly undder 
ſtood, as ſuch perſous are ſinecere in their wiſha 
to pre in faith and Bohfle ls, aid comfort 
of the ſpirit 3 though it may be true tlut 
there are things wrong in their tetnpen, 
which they earneſtly deſire to be amended; 
chis is by no means à reuſon for leaving off 
but rather for bontinding in their pics at! 
tendanet on this duty ;/ vey nebel 
meen of promoting chat very end, whidh 
they tiave fo much at heart. I mah, with 
great truth; add for the comfort of fuch 
people, that theſe very doubts" and edits 
about the ſtate of their fonts, with which 
they are oſten diſtreſſed, inflead 97 being · 
proof that they are bad men, ure rat ber myrky 
of a tender eonſerence of a care to approve 
themſelves to God, and of ſinecte oY 
cern for their own falvation. For bad. men 
are feldom preſſed kh uch dfeürties 

at any time, any alarm of the danger of their 
8 ſinful oouxſes atthck them, Hike Felix df 8 
rhough it may make them · tre mble, they Af 
ready to ſixfle the convicl ion, £9, wilt it of 
Ion more: convenient ſesſon. 
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e into un examination af the - 
reaſans, why: eee. communion 


ons from nacher. 6 fat; e u 79 
3 99 71 D n erode | 
Tas ralens. of the Church of Bong have 


indeed, made it impoſſihle for vs 49 join in 
communion with them; for, by an amazing 


ſtroke of authority, they drt taken away 
from the people one half and that very 
efſential, of the Lox@s Supper be Cup, the = 
repreſentation of the blood of Chbrift.- "That | 
Church has alſo affixed barberous and idola- 
tous notions to the bread (or 2 the mes 
morial of the broken body . 


Irs eaſe a EG! Aire among. ae 
bens: As they have not aſſigned any meaty 


which they all 1 of this land) 
awe. nat agreed I can ſee little veaſon xh 
2 gopd man, when he has not-acceſs. do - 
punjcate with thoſe with whom he ufaglly. 
aſembles, may Bot partake of the Loxd's 
dymper With thoſe Fe 8 5 * 
aa dt *. tie, Hoke eannes 
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Saber than ieee eee ſhey, 
Aung forth the Lond's death till; hee mex 
Nven thougli ſueh a perſon ſhould declartz 
that he retains affection to the ehureh ani 
forms in which be has been edueated, I can 

ſee nd reaſon why any other ſociety of Pro 
_ teſtants ſhovld reſuſe to receive him We 
tale with them of our Lord's ene e 


* cg It N. 6 
* Fan Ally perſuaded, if tho ee which 
have happened about ſmaller matters in reli 
gion had been conducted with more of the 
_ Fpirit of the meek and lowly Jeſus, there might 
have been, at this day, more generous terms 
of communion in the Chriſtian church, For, 
as holding relation to the head, all that love 
Chriſt in ſincerity have communion one with 
. another, whether 158. ab at the fame: table 
or not. f 75 ne 17 u 
Rin 4 n 0 
5 difrefsſul Lis; it to ink, that this fo 
len ordinance; inſtituted by the Prince ef 
Peace, in commemoration of the maſt ama- 
zing inſtance of goodneſs and benevolence 
ever heard of among the Ions of men, 
ſhould have been preverted to the purpoſes 
of rte and — to 13 the ſmaller 
— differences 


ther FOR ARC Wass love! Would 7 
it not have been ſar more eonſiſtem with tic 
ſpirit of the goſpel; to have inproved:this feaſt 1 75 
of love as a means of enlarging our hearts: 
with friendly and benevolent sffections one 
0- to anothey; as we arc all © fellow-citizens- 
l vitb the faints; and of the Houſthollt of 
God as it is promiſed, in the days o 
which ihe Meſfalt; that thoſe whe Rall long lived | 
a rel in animoſities like the children öf Hfrael aid | 
f 'the Judah, ould" forget” their quarrels, and 
might I unite together mn ſay Come, and fet us 
— Join ourſelves to the Lord, in a perpetual 
1 15 | 


* . . 1 
t love Wl -- covenant 1 of never tc 11 * forgotten f. : png] 


with 7.457 for from intending from what T1 have > Sa 
table nd on this Head," toaſt any unfriendly fee. 
deaion on the rules and good order of the 
- 3 Ml Proteſtant churches. Great reſpect is due 1 
us ſo. {; thele things, when they are not weond- :: 
ce.of W flent with the word of God, tlie rights of | 8 
ama: confcience, or the peace of benin ſociety. e 
lence Y In experience,” chefs ves” Hd forms Hare. 
3 been the means of promoting ING A 
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perſon. whe receives # miniſtry in the ehurck 
es under tbe molt ſolemn obligations ty 
gbſcrys. and maintgin them. It aan be 1 
ſurprixe if $hoſe Nba, from. education. and, 
habit, have been. .4ccuRtomes. to liſlen to on 
part of the Chriſtian ghyrch mprs than to 
E gother, Men of eminent underſtanding 
hre thought themſglyes obliged aealoudly!to 
defend theſe things, ay eonnefed with ci 
and religious liberty + and While they mixed 
n bitterneſs. or unchapitablenęſs with, vhejr 
flelence, their conduct mepited gommends 
Bur it is fit always to remember, that 
theſe things are matter of gxder, peegfipry 
and. nſctut ; but not eſſentiab op. terms of iyþ 
vation: And conſidering the ſpirit of the pat 
ſens nge, that infidiity and indifference 19 
all religion are. the great threatening diſeaſer, 
Abe e of Chriſt ſhould, in heart a 
affeRion, unite e a ant * 
careful that their divifans and znimeßtigf NY 
| give | no advantage to the common enemy 80 
caſt reproach on them, or weaken the intercl 


* of God. This ould be a 
conduct 
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duc ſuitable te the chndreh BF the fame 
iy, end ferd gurt of the Tate Lord pro- 
ing, that tHough there are diverfties of 
viſts, it is the ſumk Spirit; differcdices' of afl: 
miniſtratlons, but the ume Lord; diverfities 

of operations, but it is the ane God Which 
rorketh all in all. e een n, 


Sven -was thb brands und ap 
ommunion among the members of the k 
f Chriſt ; tid what blefſed: ess M2 thi 
produce? What u fpirit of univerſyl betevs 
lence did then prevail in the Churches? They 
ſent upon every occaſion, bounttous ſapply* 
to their necefſitous brethren tt a diſtance, ane 
aſeQionate, a#dUent, good wifhes for each o- 
thers (proſperity, in the Epifiſes to all the. 
Churthes; Although they Might; in fttalfer 
matters, differ in opinion from obe atother ?? 
yet they maintained . the unity of the ſpirit 
« it the bond of peace.” For the multitude 

: #theth who truly believed, and 6 yed N 
1d. be goſpel, < were of one heart, and one ſo 
tie I „ neither faid any of them, thit ought of the 
1 Nu which he poſſeſſod, was his own; 7 
* bt _ had all things l Ur . with | 
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<< great power gave the Apais wire 
the reſurrection of Jeſus ; and great x 
was upon them all f.“ By de we 


Lord, and comfort; of the holy G 
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| War 1 the terms of et 
muniön, may be thought by rn 
liable to one objection, That ſuch generou 
er open ſentiments proſeſſed toward thoſe 
who differ from. us, will be. in danger of be- 
ing abuſed by the moſt uncharitable of them, 
to harden them in their ſenſorious and un- 
charitable diſpoſitions ; ; like a conceſlian, that 
others judge them in the right, though they 
' themſelves condemn eyery body that differs 
rom them, as being in gate. mano: 
e condition.” 77 n ee 
: en ie the Meat which th 
Church of Rome makes of the charity main 
. tained towards them by Proteſtants. They 
* b Teer. 31, 32, 33. bes 0 . 
„ ® employ 


is; lat Proteltants ow, tat e ba * 

ob ed in the communion of the chörch of 

+ of th Rome; but they dety, that 1 
Ghoan 180 ſaved; and therefore alledge, that 
en are ſafer on the ſide where there is 1— 

Parity for them, than on that ſide for Which 

of ecm ere is none · The candid reply is, That 

harity itſelf, elf, and the "belt" things, may be 

erverted to 4 wrong purpoſe ; eveti the doe! 

rine of the FAG of God hag been turdſed to 

WW iſciviouſneſs, / But, if charity be a mark S. 

them en by Chriſt himſelf, whereby all men 

and un- nal! know fis tiſciples F. any ſect void of it 

D, that as little claim to the name of Chriſtian. 

h they he fate of the v vain ollentatious Pharifec, come. 

differ pared to. "the Humble Publican, ſhows us of- 

in 10 chat account men are in tbe ſiglit of God, who, 

8 5 ſttem themſelves righteous, and deſpiſe's- 

bc t% bers: they and their fervices,” are an * 3 

mination before him. 4 5 
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Ther Peres this, the Suppor of our Lord is 
is on table; he Hove can e the 
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terms of aduiſſion to it. No man, or church, 
or ſociety af men, by whatever name they 
may call themſelves, have any power to maky 
agy thing a term of admiffon to the Lord' 
table, or a ground of excluſion. {rom it 
which Chritt himſelf hath not -authorized, 
Minifiers of the goſpel are only ſervants. al 
Chriſt, and dare not ſhut the kingdom of 
God againſt any man whom their great Lord 
and Maſter admits to it. What is here ſaid 
on. the. terms of communion, ſeems to have 
foundation in the ordinance itſelf, as the 
communion of the body of Chriſt ; for in i 

we all partake of one bread ; and is agreeable 
to that umon, and thoſe relations in which all 
the truediſciples of Chriſt ſtand to one another, 
as members of the ſame body; and to Chriſt 
Jeſus the, head © from. whom the, whole 
body maket h inereaſe to the edifying of it · 
fell in love. ff of tar vl 
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o the Tossens which: is Wis to A 
_ ugh wh" ue G eres er 
Supper. | 


FTER n we. a Con 3 1 of 
the nature and deſign of the Lord's 
Supper ; ; the great and indiſpeziſible obliga · 
tions which all Chriſtians are under to par- 
take of it; and have heard ſome ſort of an. 
fuer made to thoſe difficulties and doubts 
vith which either pious perſons | diſtreſs 
themſelves in the proſpect of approaching it, 

or with which wicked and careleſs men have 
endeavoured to lull their confciences afteep; 
while they continued in the habitual negle® 
of ſo plain and important a duty; it will | 
now be eſteemed needful, that x proceed to 
ſhew what is required of ns to enable us, in 
a worthy manner, to partake of the Lord's 
Nepper,. The Apoſtle's advice, in this caſe, - 
is, © Let a man examine himſelf, and ſo let 
I timeat of that bread, and drink of that | 
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Fus moſt reſiri cd and confined mean. 
| ing of which words is, by ſome, taken to be, 
Phat the Corinthians ſhould examine them 
ſelves, and their oonduct in partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, by the account which he had 
juſt now gi ven of the original inſtitution's 
it; and thereby they wauld ſee how very 
different their irreverent and indevout, their 
proud; intemperate, and uncharitable man. 
ner of celebrating it in Corinth, wes from 
the primary intent, and native deſign of eat 
ing the Lord's Supper. {2.3% 45 a 3% 


{Bom without any Violence done to ith 
words, the holy Apolile's exhortation may, 
very juſtily, be underſſood as including much 
more than this: That to prevent coming un. 
- worthily, every one ſhould examine himſelf, 
and reQify whateven, on careful revelleRtin 
he may find amiſs, that ſo he might partalt 
of the: Lord's SpRRer Tie Serre N 
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Avery uſeful re; ! in i this NY al be, 
for every one calmly to read over the gen 
commandments of God's law, and ſtop ut 
each of them, attentively to hear the voice o 
bis own. conſcience, how fan he. hath in 
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wengnt, word or action, obeyed: that law. 
This recolle&ion, very probably, would ſnew 
him what things. are wrong; that ought ta be 
amended; what guilt, yet unrepented of, 
needs to be forgiven +. -and -W hat remaifis. of 
irregular: affeQtions and paſſions, that muſt be. 
rectified and ſet right. This would. contri» | 
bute-much to make every many in the light 
of the croſs of Chriſt, accquainted with his 


rem 


* for. many, for tlie remiſſion of ſins. on 


own ſore, and the plague of his own heartz. 
and be a mean of making him. anxious:to 


Th 1 4 ©775 & 24468: ; 
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. We. ought = examine, Wherber % 
1 underſtand the nature and deen elch 
Lord's, Supper; which vas inſlituted to: per- 
petuate and keep up, the remembrance of the 
death and ſufferings of Chriſt till he return 
to judgment. For, by the bread broken, ig 
repreſented his body, that was · nailed to the 
croſs, was piereed and crucified;;. and by the, 
vine in the cup, his- blood that was ſhed 


" Tas: 
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1 IT mn: is the primary intent end tive 
deſigu of the Lord's Supper. II is a ebm 
memoration, of g:ixcvifice-; not à proper 
ſacrifice, in any other ſeuſe, than prayers or 
praiſes are called fpirituat ſacrifices. - It wa 

 inftitured to perpetuate to all generations the 

memory of fo important and intereſting an e-. 

vent as the death of Jeſus; the Sem of God, 

made a propitigtion for the ſins ofthe whole 

« wo#ld” and to preſerve on the hearts of all 
| us ſollowers an gffoRionatc and gratefül re. 
„ membrance of his love, as a powerful motive 
ad to obedienee, till he come again. | 
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_ ngne are, indeed, other ends: whieh this 
ordinance may promote.—-Ft affords us ai 
opportunity of renewing and ratiſy ing our 
| acceptance of the covenant of merty, when 
% ve commemnortite that blood by which the 
grueibus terms of it were firſt fealod.—It is 
mentis of milntkivning communion” and fe 
Iowhip among alt the followers of Chrift, as 
beirig members of that one body of wich he 
zs che head; © for chere is one body, us there 
is but one Freud, whereof all are parts- 
FN —y it, ld, we are made ſharers 
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' Hutivi o the bleſlings of -Chaili's purchaſes Vet, 
a ebm commemoration}. doing [this in remembrance: 
proper ol Chriſt, is che original and primary def 
Vers or of the Lord's * 1 ni 0 f. irrt, 
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nee Tais part of ſclf-cxaming ion is indifpeny. 
g ene IIb) neceſſar) to enable us te communigate; 
if God vorthily. No man, with any; propriety. an 
hole diſcharge a duty which he does not under-. 
g of an land. No ſeryant can ſuitably perform a 
ul es work to his maſter of x hich he is entirely ig 
1 norant. N. ther can any man worthily Har- 
take of the rd's Supper who, 1 is unacqusint- 
ed with the nature and deſign of it. The A- | 
poſile, therefore, ſays, the reaſon of their, eat- 
ing and drinking AR gy Was een ne 
ng our dcerning aner anten. alia 4; ETIRS  1- 
u ben e eee 
n le > War ruxn ve have a right or. th I 
A1 161 come to. the Lord's table? A right mayei- 
44 cl. ther be gonſidered as external, founded an a2 
rift, At judgment of charity, in the fight, of wenn,, 
ich he internal, in the eee own hear 
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e ho was baptized. in the ſaich cf 
the Dad has all hislifs adhered to this goal 
ooh and-proteſied ſubjection to the lau 
of Chriſt, hath, in the judgment. oſ Chriſlian 
charity, full claim to be admitted as adilciple 
of Chriſt, to partake of the Lord's Supper. 
Whereas a perſon who makes no proſeſſion of 
Lis belief in Chriſt, has no relation to im; tho 
he may have been baptized in dis name; yet, if 
he haus lived any eonſideruble time in the open 
eontempt of his laws by works he has deni 
ed him ; and, therefore, without repentanct, 
and amendment of life, forfeit his title to be 
admitted to the Lorg's 218 5 ar to the king 


dum ef God. RVA Bot une 
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„Tuznx is allo an internal right, or claim 
of admiffien to the Lord's Supper,. eſtabliſhed 
by the teſtimony of a man's own confc 
4n'the-ſight of God. For, he: erat 
Lieves the: goſpel has the witne jan bine Fl; 
chat ie, bas u proof of the power: of, religion 
on his on heart, fubduing the power. of. tn, 
raiſing him above the world, and beipging 
him daily to a greater conformity to.the zue 
of Chriſt. By this real change, which RIP 
Anflantancous, and is not equally clear to a 

bis vs paſs: 
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nen, but is gradually promoted in bur fouls; + 
we are ſealed by the Holy Spirit tô the day 

« of redemption.” Where this work is in 
any good meaſure begun; it witnefſeth with 
our young that we are the ſons of God.” 


„Leb one then, 8 . to the 
Lord's table, ſhould ak himſelf, Have I, in 
the ſight of my brethren, a right to be ad- 
mitted tothe Lord's table ? or, Has my con- 
verſation before men been ſuch, as would 
juſtily give offence, if I came to it? And 
when Chriſt aſks-me, in the proſpect of the 
performance of this duty, as he did his Apoſtle 
of old, * Simon; ſon of Jonas, loveſt thou 
% me f?“ am I. able. to anſwer, looking into 
N my own heart, and appealing to his om- 
e niſclent eye, Lord, thou knoweſt all 
mel things.; thou knoweſt that 1 love thee,” 
{ 1 and wiſh to approve myſelf to thee.” The 
F inward calm approbation of a man's own 
60 Y heart, will how this right in the moſt cm- 
. in, Jortable view. IF our hearts, in this caſe, 
8 approve of us, we ſhall have confidence to- 
age ward God, and be Ane to Ut t a our faces 
$5 before him. | 
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b Wax motives induce: us ta 0 
the Lords Supper ? In all moral, duties, and 
acts of religious wurſhip, ſomething more in 
required to render them acceptable in the 
1 ſight of God, than the mere performance 
= of the external action. The Phariſees prays 
= ed, and made great noiſe about che outward 
parts of religion; but all this was done from 
vanity, to be ſeen of men: ſrom men verily; 
when they were ſeen of them, they had all 
their reward. Such ſervices could e 
nn in Wen of God... $ 23 +0 
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Gop ſeth not es man ſeeth,; he. 2 
1 3 judgment, and regardeth the heart 
In order, therelore, to approach worthily 80 
the Lord's table, it is very neceſſary to 
examine the mptives that induee us to [come 
to ĩt : Whether from a ſenſe of that love 
and duty, which we owe to God, and as un 
evidenee — that regard and gratitude due to 
Oha the Son of God, that ve may euntri. 
bate what. is in our pover to \preſerve-the 
_ - rnemory:. of bis love. to generations yet ta 
come; ;—That, we ourſelves may be. the more 
liſked.in the. faith po f Chriſt our hearts 
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a greater con- 


ourſelves in the view bf his eros, ve may 


de filled with eontrition; and ſorrowm for 


paſt ſins: when we look on him, whom they 


have pierbed, we may renew our Covenant 
engagements to forſake them, and live more 
anſwerably to his death. Finally, that com- 
memorating the death of Chriſt, as the alone 
propitiation ſor ſin, and pleading, forgiveneſs 


from God on account of it, we may. have 
ground to hope, that paſt tranſgreſſions {þ Aal 
be pardoned, and we be waſhed from them, 
in the fountain that "i is opened to t the houſe. 
of David, and to the inhabitants of Je { Jer: if 
for lin and 'for uncleanneſs... s 
TY rise ee '% | 
„Ou 6oinſors: and 8 acceptance with” God: 
very math depend on tlie Tincerity 'of the; 
motives''that” bring us to this" ordinanet: 


For, if man ve does not really Believe: 
the goſpet;” or Who is living impefätebr in. 


bn, anc} Nas uc reſolution to forſake ft, Oe 
come to the” Lord's table, to terte foie Fre 


worldly purpoſe; ro” obtain ſome re peph Fg 
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of great fervency and devotion, or. heard 


him. profeſs great zeal for religion and hi 
party, whom we knew to de; diſhoneſt) and 
covetouss; Iintemperate and eruel, we could! 


not bus deſpiſe. ſuch, a man, and his conduct: 
Op, iſ a perſon ſhould profeſs great friendſlyp 
for, ns, who.we were. certain, was in, ſeeret, 


our enemy,..it. would fill us with-indignation, 
inflead of eſteem; When, therefore, e ralle, 
our thoughts, to God, who ſegth. all.) 

and. from whom the , ſecret, purpolcs : thy, 


live. in the habitual neglect of Jus, on 


ments, approach to the holy, en 
Lord, ſrom low and baſe motives, With, pg. 


defire at all to approve themſelves to him, 
their offerings muſt be an abominscion 


ſion, if a perſon can ſay, with. the devput 
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-the divine goodneſs, into which the angels 
themſelves, with earneſineſs. and wonder, ds 
fire to leck; the Son af God leaving all tha 
| glory » which he poſſeſſed in heaven, and coming 
to earth, and, after a life of ſorrows, ant 
well acquainted with grief, Aubmitting: to a1 
aus and painſul death, . to. ſave u 
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defign, of Chrilt's death and eee 4 
the Apoſtles aſſuxes us) was that, he migh 
be the ,ord of the feed. and of the living; 
1. 4. that they which Eve, ſhould not henes 
forth live unto. themtelves, but unto hin 
' that died for them, and roſe again. One pris 
cipal deſign, therefore, of our Lord's Supper 
is, that the ſteady belief and aſſe ctionate re. 
inembrance of the death of Chriſt, impreſſel 
on our minds, might be a conſtant and power 
ful motive to love and obey him, rr 
us, and gave Sa Ran us. a IK 
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taught, that Chil is the propitiation for gur 
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vhole world: that he is te redeem. to bim- 
ſelf a glorious church out of every Kindred? 
tongue, people, and nation: that all, who 
in every place eull on the name of the Lord 
Jefas, and hold communion with him as ne 
bend, are memherb of that churoh; which 
is His; body end; as rederme by the fame: 
prepjous blood, partakors of the ſame grace, 
filthed by the farne Holy Spirit, and heirs 
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« who is through all; above all, and in us all 
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We being many, are one body, and on- 
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his motives are ſingle; and his outward A 
duct, in word dand action, {agreeable to tbe |} 
ſenſe and perſuaſion of his heart. This, in- 
ſtead of being one virtue, or particular good | 
diſpoſition, is rather. what animates and in- 
fluences all the virtues of the Chriſtian life, | 
and gives worth to every part of a good cha- 
raQter.. Sincerity makes our Profeſſions. of 
friendſhip to be relied on by. men, ad 
renders our piety. acceptable in the fi 3 
vx of God. The want of it, or or hypocriſy, infe | 
WI the whole of: a"than's religious conduct, d = 
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that we are perſuaded that the goſpel is the 
wiſdom! of "God; and the power of God un- 
to ſulyation ; that Chrift cracified ts the only 
propitiation for fin; © We come to his table, 
to make open proſeſſion of this. belief.” We 
ſet to dur ſeal to this, that God is true, and 
deelare that we hope for ſalvation througb 
him alene, whom God hath ſcat. For as 
<aiththe heart man believeth unte righteouſ. 
$:nefs,* ſo with the mouth bonſeſſion i 
made unto ſelvation. Fete efromts 
Ine! | 2 1 15 5 1 547 $70; | gab 
Qua motives, in ſo doing; ought:to ben that 
ve may approve-ourſclycs unto. God; expreſs 
qur gratitude for his unſpeakable. giſt; nigni 
feſt our love to Chriſt, who! loved us, and 
gave himſelf to = death ſor us to coneribine 
hat we can, that the memory of his late 
may be prrſerxeil in the world to generations 
yet to come, .apd à powerſul apd abiding 
ſenſe of it cultivated in our. own hearts, 
that we may thereby be mads more ow 
vera 1 unto his death. „ ee ee ; 8 
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after ward to, raturs' to che ommiſſion of tany 
ſin. To ſuck perſona, whoy with theſe diſpa· 
tions, draw ygar to this ordinance, me ma 
ſay, in the: words: of the Pfalmiſt: ile 
„that hath clean bands andi a pure heart, 
« who. hath not lift uꝑ his ſoul to vanity, nor 
s ſworn-deceitfully, he ſhall receive the: bleſ- 
<« ſing from the Lord, and eee, from. 
the: Gd of his. falvation/f7i- Das At 
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Lord's table who is:convinged:that he does hot 
Roſſeſs them all: but the meaning is, that 
theſe are the diſpoſitions: and characters of 
good Chriſtians. Kvery one ought to endea- 
- vour to acquire them, and not neglect to 
partake” of the ſacrament, becauſe he has not 
yet fully attained them; but ſhould des 
voutly employ this ordinance. as: a | 
acquire and perſed all thoſe: holy. . 
that may render him worthy of commu- 
nion with God in this worlsy's et _— 
enjoyment. of, him in heaven. 
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ke manner, the pure and unmixedsy 


accompanies a· devout and religious life, is. 
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diligent and careful uſe of the means of grace, 
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* rightcouſneſs,” Thete ts ns poſitive pro- 
miſe, that every time that a perſon partabes 
of the Lord's Supper, kis'firs'ſholl be for- 
given; yet from the tehor of the covenant 
of meroy, a devont. Ghriſtian, who has hum. 
bly: confeſſed, and ſincerely forſaken his pſt 
tranſgreſſions, and, at the table of, the, Lord. 
carneſtly implored the forgiveneſs of then 
for the fake of that death which he there 
es; has good reaſot to hope, thut, 
ire — — 
of ſti thus repented-ab/they 
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improvement by partakiug of che Lord's Sup- 
Per. Our ſpiritual food is bleſſed to un, 
ben we are thereby ſtrengthened in the 
Chriſtian liſe ; that is to ſay, are more o 
firmed in the faith; enabled more to love God, 
have more pleaſure in doing good, live above 
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